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BY ELI KAPLAN

Have you ever wondered about the 
history of high-rises and skyscrap-
ers? For example, what is the tallest 
skyscraper and when was it built? 
What about the history of skyscrap-
ers and how safe it was to build them 
now versus a century ago? This arti-
cle has lots of facts on skyscrapers. 

According to The Guinness Book 
of World Records, the first skyscraper 
in the entire world was built in 1884 in 
Chicago, IL. It was called The Home 
Insurance Building and was only 138 
feet tall. Amazingly, it only took one 
year to complete. The designer and 
architect was William Jenny, who 
was called, “The Father of the Sky-
scraper.” He was the first person to 
use a steel frame. This was important 
because brick buildings couldn’t sup-
port higher than 5 or 6 stories.

The first skyscraper in New York 
City was the Tower Building built 
in 1889. It was only 11 stories, and it 
was demolished in 1913, according 
to the Library of Congress website 
(www.loc.gov).

Why did people decide to build 
skyscrapers in the first place? One 
reason was that Americans needed 
more office space. This was because 
there was a rise of office workers in 
the 1890’s. It was around the same 
time that elevators and steel skeletal 
structures were being developed, as 
well as electricity. 

The process of making a building 
back then was very dangerous. They 
did not have the safety measures we 
have now. For example, there were no 
hardhats or safety harnesses. There is 
even a famous photo from 1932 of 11 
men eating lunch on a beam 800 feet 
above New York City! That would 
never happen today because there are 

a lot of safety measures and building 
codes that are strictly enforced.

What does the future of skyscrap-
ers hold? The tallest skyscraper in the 
world is currently in the works. It is 
called the Jeddah Tower and it is in 
Saudi Arabia. At 3,280 feet high, it 
will be finished in 2020. Who knows 
how tall the one after that will be!

Skyscrapers: Then and Now
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BY SETH HUSE

On Friday, May 11, 40 fifth graders 
went to Icahn Stadium on a school bus 
to compete in a track and field meet. 
Mr. Nichols, Ms. Leonhardt, and sev-

eral parent chaperones went on this 
trip with the kids. The track meet last-
ed almost the whole school day.

The kids had to pick 2 events 
in which to participate. The track 
events were 100-meter, 200-meter, 

Developmental Track and Field Meet:

P.S. 11 on the Run!

Pajama 
Pandemonium 

at P.S. 11
BY AMAIRA CHAMADIA

On May 9, 2018, P.S. 11 held its an-
nual tradition of Pajama Day. This 
school spirit day is a huge hit with 
everyone. At the door, Mr. Bender 

400-meter, and 800-meter races, and 
the field events were the shot put and 
long jump. Four of the girls ran the 4 
by 100-meter relay race, but the boys 
did not have a relay team this year 
because one of the kids was absent.

Students from public elementary 
schools across the city took part in 
the meet. The P.S. 11 students wore 
blue and white jerseys that said, “P.S. 
11 Track and Field.” The track meet is 
a chance for students to be a part of a 
team, compete against other schools, 
and learn good sportsmanship, such 
as cheering for their friends.

Third graders also went to a track 
meet at Verizon Athletic Field on 
April 20. Fourth graders were sup-
posed to go on April 27 to Icahn Sta-
dium, but it was raining, so the event 
was canceled.

Some students were asked what 
they liked most about the track meet. 
Hunter said that his favorite event is 
the 800-meter race, and Nikhil said 
he just likes to run.

This year’s fifth graders were 
lucky to enjoy a sunny day running, 
jumping, and having fun at Icahn 
Stadium.

continued on next page
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No, I am the only one driving.

How often do you wash your car? 
Once a week.

How long have you worked at P.S. 
11?
1.5 years.

Do you have any pets? 
No.

Do you allow animals in your car? 
No.

Have you ever been in an accident 
in your car? 
No.

BY AVA ROSENBERG

When did you get your car?
 In September, 2017.

What is the make and model of 
your car? 
It’s a Chevy Camaro. The car is very 
fast.

How many seats are in your car? 4 
seats–2 in the front, 2 in the back.

Who chose the color of your car? 
It’s blue. I chose the color.

Does your car have a name? 
Yes, it’s “Baby.”

Do you let other people drive your 
car? 

Questions with...
James Favilla 

Mr. James Favilla is the head custodian at P.S. 11. Mr. Favilla was chosen 
for 11 Questions because of his shiny sports car that is always parked in 
front of the school. 

MASTHEAD

Managing Editor:  
Jensen Krebs

Contributing Editors: 
Seth Huse

Gabe Kennell 

greeted all the kids in his PJs, with 
his favorite stuffed animal (a skunk!). 
How many principals would do that? 
Almost all the students and most of 
the teachers came dressed in cool 
nightwear. Some of the popular de-
signs included robots, minions, and 
pajama “twins,” sporting duplicate 
designs! 

Second grader, Indira, said, “My 
favorite thing about pajama day was 
looking at all the different logos, de-
signs, and all the slogans on other 
kids’ pajamas.”

Some students used the event to 
bring their favorite bedtime accesso-
ries to school. These were even more 
interesting than the pajamas! Lots 
of super cute stuffed animals, fuzzy 
slippers, blankets, and even sleep-
ing masks were spotted around the 
school! 

There was one interesting and un-
expected outcome from pajama day. 
It got the students and their parents 
to agree on one thing: “My  favorite 
thing about pajama day is that I didn’t 
have to waste time getting dressed 
in the morning,” said third grader, 
Sadarshan. All the parents definitely 
agree with that! 

Pajama continued 

PHOTO BY LUCY FARLEY
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A PEEK AT
MR. BENDER

BY JORDANA WEISS

Friday May 11th at 8:45 AM

Paper: Did you come from a 
meeting or are you going to a 
meeting?
Mr. Bender: I came from 2 meet-
ings and I’m going to another 
one.

Paper: How were your meet-
ings?
Mr. Bender: Great.

Paper: Are you looking forward 
to the meeting that you are 
going to?
Mr. Bender: Yes.

Why Don’t We Say the Pledge 
of Allegiance in  

School Anymore?
BY ASTRID MUKEMSCARBIN 

It used to be that every public school 
in the United States said the Pledge of 
Allegiance every morning. It was even 
the law. But there were complaints 
about it containing the word “God” 
because some parents and students 
didn’t believe in being forced to say 
that. Others didn’t think they should 
be made to pledge to anything. As a 
result, parents didn’t want their kids 
to be forced to say the Pledge of Alle-
giance at all. 

Still, it is up to each state to decide, 
and in most states, schools are required 
to say it. Some of these include, Geor-
gia, Florida, Oregon, and even New 
York! But, in 1943, the Supreme Court 
ruled that students can’t be made to 
say it or even stand during the Pledge 
(West Virginia State Board of Educa-
tion vs. Barnette), so many schools ei-
ther don’t enforce the rule or allow for 
opting out for reasons protected by the 

1st Amendment.
The Pledge of Allegiance was writ-

ten in 1892 by Francis Bellamy. It was 
written to celebrate the 400th year af-
ter Columbus came to America. The 
Pledge is a vow one takes to the Unit-
ed States. When taking the Pledge, 
you are supposed to stand facing the 
flag with your right hand on your heart 
while saying the following words: I 
pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America. And to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Na-
tion under God, indivisible, with liber-
ty and justice for all.

A few of the P.S. 11 students have 
heard of the Pledge of Allegiance, but 
they didn’t know what it was about. 
Matilda, a fourth grader, does not 
think students should say the Pledge 
of Allegiance in schools because it is 
“unfair to people that do not believe 
in God.” Another problem people 
have found with the Pledge is that its 
origin has been accused of being cre-

ated as a result of 
nationalism, and 
therefore, against 
new immigrants. 
A P.S. 11 dad who 
used to say the 
Pledge in school 
says he would not 
want the Pledge 
in school, now. 
He also said that 
“church and state 
should be sepa-
rate,” and that he 
does not like that 
it says the word 

“God” in it. Third grader, William, 
says, “You should do the Pledge ex-
cept without the part ‘One nation un-
der God.’” A previous version did not 
have the word “God” in it. One might 
be surprised to hear that “God” was 
added in 1954.
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PHOTO BY ALAINA JAMAL



MAY 2018

5              PAPER

A long, long time ago, six aliens were 
kicked off their planet. The planet was 
called NoG (which is short for Night 
of Goobs). The aliens had nowhere 
to go, so they built a giant UFO and 
started to invade planet Earth.

The UFO landed in a giant corn-
field in Illinois. At the time it landed, 
there were some kids playing in the 
cornfield. Their names were Jack, 
Julian and Jane. The kids didn't see 
the UFO until they were deep in the 
cornfield and far away from home. 
When they saw the strange aircraft, 
they started running in circles and got 
very discombobulated. Jane fainted. 
Jack and Julian were so scared they 
began speaking in gibberish. 

The aliens took advantage of the 
children's newfound mental condi-
tions and attacked! The aliens de-
cided to put the children in their 
"Make Me an Alien" tube that turns 
humans (and sometimes elephants, 
hippos, goats, crocodiles, snakes and 
giraffes) into ALIENS! To change a 
human into an alien, the aliens had 
a three-step process: 1. Kidnap hu-
man, 2. Take out brain, and 3. Put 
brain in tube.

The aliens took Jack, Julian and 
Jane onto the spaceship to begin the 
"Make Me an Alien" process. What 
the aliens didn't know was that the 
kids had pockets full of corn they 
had just picked in the fields, so when 
the aliens went to de-brain the chil-
dren, the three kids whipped out the 
stalks of corn and beat the aliens 
into a creamy chowder! Then, they 
pressed the "Return Home" button 

on the UFO and became the first hu-
mans ever to invade NoG.

Once on NoG, Jack, Julian and 
Jane used the tubes and the three-
step process on the aliens and turned 

them into humans. They all lived 
happily ever after. (We know this 
story is corny, but that's what hap-
pens when a story takes place in a 
cornfield in Illinois.)

FICTION

The Aliens of NoG
BY TEDDY KENNELL

DRAWING  BY AMAIRA CHAMADIA
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1. How did the hammerhead 
do on the test?
A: He nailed it!

2. Why can you never trust 
an atom?
A: They make up everything.

JOKES of  
the MONTH

BY MAYA SANZEL

There was a car crash at the deli 
on the corner of 21st Street and 8th 
Avenue, P.S. 11's corner. It happened 
May 10, 2018 at approximately 
7:30 p.m. Six people were injured. 
Speaker Corey Johnson visited the 
site. You can still see the makeshift 
doorway to the deli after the orig-
inal one was demolished by the 
crash.  -By Jensen Krebs

 
BY RUBY LAHANA 

Have you ever seen an exotic ani-
mal? What makes you think “exotic” 
animals aren’t around you? Did you 
know that pigeons did not come from 
America? Imagine yourself in a for-
est, and there, all the ecosystems are 
in perfect order. Then, a new animal 
comes along! They eat up all the food 
and break up food chains. That is an 
invasive, or exotic, species.

According to the website for the 
New York City Department of Health 

and Mental Hygiene (www.nyc.gov/
health), the health code in the city of 
New York “prohibits any animals in 
the city that are naturally inclined 
and capable of inflicting harm upon 
human beings.” 

In 2012, police officers found two 
bearded dragons, two alligators, one 
gecko, one scorpion and one tarantu-
la in a small apartment in Brooklyn. 
In over one year, there have been 389 
exotic pet complaints. Believe it or 
not, nearly half of them have been 
for keeping roosters! These were fol-
lowed by snakes and turtles. 

When kids at P.S. 11 were asked, 
“What is the most exotic animal/pet 
you have seen in NYC,” most have 
only seen dogs and cats. However, 
other kids have seen more exotic an-
imals such as, a prairie dog, a boa 
constrictor, a ferret, and a scorpion. 
Third grader, Oriane Shelef, saw a 
tortoise, and Ms. Rapisarda even saw 
a pet sugar glider!

Exotic animals are very dangerous 
to keep as pets. It is not fair to the an-
imal and it isn’t safe, so think twice 
before you buy that monkey!

Have you ever seen a ….? 
Exotic Animals in New York

PHOTO BY LEAH HODOROV
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BY SADARSHAN BAINS

The P.S. 11 5th Grade Science Fair 
was Monday, May 14, in the cafete-
ria. All 5th graders had their proj-
ect displayed at this event.  

This science fair is very different 
from the 3rd-grade and 4th-grade 
science fairs. Fifth graders MUST 
participate in this science fair. It is 
not optional. They can only choose 

a partner, who is in their class, and 
the project must be completed at 
school unless you need something 
the school does not have!

Karina Gupta, scientist of "Rock-
etology," said, "I felt like I did 
more; we put in more work. Even 
though it was hard, in the end, it all 
paid off."  

There were many different proj-
ects, ranging from “The Meditation 

Competition” to “Edible Utensils.” 
One parent commented, “I really 
like how the edible utensils proj-
ect attempts to solve a real-world 
problem. There is too much plastic 
waste, so an edible or compostable 
utensil is a great alternative.”

Ms. Griffith, the 5th-grade sci-
ence teacher said, "All P.S. 11 5th-
grade scientists worked very hard 
and they should be very proud."

The Next Generation of Einsteins!
PHOTO BY LUCY FARLEY
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I visited 6 frozen treat shops in the 
neighborhood near P.S. 11: Two ge-
lato, two ice cream, and two frozen 
yogurt shops. Here's the scoop:

Amorino
162 Eighth Ave, corner of 18th 
Street.
Ice cream shop that serves gelato 
in the shape of flowers. A big, open 
space that has a lot of seats.
Variety of Flavors: 25 flavors of 
gelato and sorbet. Cheesecake, dulce 
de leche, coconut, vanilla, pistachio, 
and walnut and figs are just a few of 
them. 
Price: Small cup or cone $5.05
Taste: 5 stars
Customer Service: kind, friendly, 
patient.
Atmosphere: Modern café with a 

lot of windows.

Baskin Robbins
269 8th Ave, near 23rd St.
Large ice cream shop shared with 
Dunkin’ Donuts.
Variety of Flavors: 20 flavors, such 
as Cotton Candy, Gold Medal Rib-
bon, Rainbow Sherbet, Strawberry, 
Almond Fudge.
Price: Kids $2.99, Single $3.59 cup 
or cone
Taste: 4 stars
Customer Service: The only serv-
er was slow and got an order mixed 
up.
Atmosphere: Large, bland shop, 
smelled like old coffee.

Gelato Giusto & Espresso Bar
164 9th Ave, corner of 20th St. 

Small and popular gelato shop, 
freshly made everyday.
Variety of Flavors: 16 flavors of 
gelato and sorbet, such as apricot 
sorbet, black current sorbet,  cinna-
mon, licorice, pistachio, chocolate.
Price: Small cone $4.50, small cup 
$5.50
Taste: 4 ½ stars.
Customer Service: Happy, gentle, 
patient.
Atmosphere: Cozy, boho, 2 daybed 
sofas, white and bright.

16 Handles
178 8th Ave, corner of 19th St.
Self-serve frozen yogurt shop that 
has a lot of toppings.
Variety of Flavors: 16 flavors (but 
one was broken) including Euro-

Frozen Treats to Block the Heat
BY AZALEA TORRES

continued on next page
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PHOTO BY NAME OF STUDENT

On May 30th, it was Poetry Night at 
P.S. 11! For Poetry Night, every 1st to 
5th grader writes a poem. The teach-
er reads the poems to the people in 
the class. The students vote blindly, 
so they are voting “for the poem, not 
the poet,” as Mr. Bender said. The 
winner of the vote is "class poet," and 
he or she reads his or her poem at 
Poetry Night. All students have their 
poem displayed in the cafeteria, even 
if they are not class poet.

Ms. Prior, a kindergarten teacher, 
says, “Poetry makes my students 
more mindful and it helps them with 
their imagery.”

Azalea, a 3rd-grade winner, said 

about being the class poet, “I felt 
proud and responsible.”

There was another poem chosen 
by Mr. Bender and Ms. Gregov. Ms. 
Gregov said, “it was a spur of the 
moment decision. We thought the 
poem was so beautiful, we just want-
ed to share it.” This surprise school 
poet was fifth grader, Lucy Stewart. 
Ms. Bouchard declared Lucy’s poem 
to be her favorite.

Isaac, a 2nd grader, said his favor-
ite poem was “Sloths” by Thalia, the 
class poet from room 305. 

Students said some of the poems 
were really funny. Overall, everyone 
had a great time!

BY NATE APPELBAUM

Powerful Poets 
of P.S. 11

PHOTO BY LEAH HODOROV

tart, Blueberry Tease, Cookies and 
Cream, Birthday Cake, Fruit Loops. 
Cups, Waffle Cone, Waffle Bowl. 
Price: $0.65 per ounce, approxi-
mately $7 for my cup
Taste: 4 stars
Customer Service: One person 
working the cash register.
Atmosphere: Fun and colorful, some 
seating, music.

Milk Bar
220 8th Ave, near 20th St.
Very small, famous owned dessert 
and ice cream shop, soft-serve only.
Variety of Flavors: Only 2 flavors: 
cereal milk and chocolate pretzel. 
Cups only. Three toppings. 
Price: $5.50
Taste: 4 ½ stars
Customer Service: Kind and 
quirky staff. The samples are big. 
Atmosphere: Very tight, claustro-
phobic, only seating for 4 people.

Red Mango
266 W 23rd St., near 8th Ave.
Self-serve frozen yogurt shop that 
also serves juice and smoothies.
Variety of Flavors:  8 flavors, such 
as Mango, Cookie Butter, Chocolate, 
Brownie Brickle. Some toppings.
Price: $0.59 per ounce
Taste: 4 stars
Customer Service: One person 
working the cash register.
Atmosphere: A lot of places to sit, 
a little dark, not many customers.

So, if you are looking for more of a 
fancy, high-quality ice cream shop, 
you should try Amorino. If you are 
hoping for a comfy, laid-back place, 
you should visit Gelato Giusto. If 
you are looking for a wide variety 
of self-serve, you could go to 16 
Handles.

Frozen Treats continued
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It was that time of year, again. At 
6:30 a.m. on May 16, P.S. 11 fifth 
graders from all classes dragged 
their suitcases into their assigned 
buses amidst the last-minute lectures 
of their worried parents. Students 
were full of anticipation and excite-
ment as they made their way to the 
historic city of Washington, D.C., the 
nation’s capital.  Students had been 
preparing for the trip since October, 
learning about U.S. history, includ-
ing the civil rights movement and 
how the government works.

The fifth graders first visited the 
National Museum of African Amer-
ican History and Culture, where they 
stayed for a few hours (and which 
provided shelter from the continuous 
rain). Highlights included a President 
Barack Obama display and a rough 
draft of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. Many fifth graders declared 

it their favorite part of the trip, even 
though they hadn’t gone anywhere 
else yet! The fifth graders also made 
it to the Lincoln Memorial, the Wash-
ington Monument, the Vietnam War 
Memorial and the Korean War Me-
morial. It was a very busy first day!

The second day was just as busy 
as the first (and rainy)! After eat-
ing a rushed breakfast at the hostel, 
which the P.S. 11 students took over, 
the troop made their way to the U.S. 
Capitol Building, where they took a 
tour and watched a short film. The 
fifth graders then headed to Arlington 
National Cemetery, where they vis-
ited the JFK family tombstones and 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 
The fifth graders also witnessed the 
Changing of the Guard. “It was kind 
of creepy,” said one fifth grader, while 
another said, “there are tombs for 
miles and miles.” While this visit was 

slightly melancholy for some, it was 
still interesting to see and experience. 
The rest of the day included visits to 
the Air and Space Museum and tak-
ing the annual 5th grade class photo 
at the Air Force Memorial.

On the last day, the rain finally let 
up and buses made their way to the 
White House (where the 5th graders 
stopped and took pictures), and then, 
it was time to go back home! 

One student commented, “I mean, I 
was glad to go to D.C., but I am ready 
to be back home.” Another said, “It 
was nice, but I missed my family.” 

Song choices for the trip back home 
included a few New York City favor-
ites, like Frank Sinatra’s “New York, 
New York.” Once back at P.S. 11, the 
fifth graders yelled and screamed for 
joy as they flew off the bus into the 
arms of their very happy parents. D.C. 
is nice, but there is no place like home!

A Trip to Remember!
BY NANDINI BAINS
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